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• Landmines are Victim Activated 

• Use of landmines violates IHL. 

• Victims are mostly civilians when 

armed conflict ceases -- landmines 

bring the war into peace time. 
 

Landmine Monitor 2022 

Global Report 

Released   

November 2022  

at 20th Mine Ban Treaty 

meeting in Geneva 



Landmine Monitor Myanmar/Burma 
Major Findings 

 
Myanmar was the only country whose military forces were known to use 
antipersonnel landmines in 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021, however in 2022 it was 
joined by Russia with use in the Ukraine. 

 
Mine use around infrastructure in the country increased significantly. For the first 
time the Monitor reports mine contamination in every State and Region of the 
country except Naypyitaw. 
 
There is a significant increase in casualties, and the hazards posed, by explosive 
remnants of war (ERW). 
 
For the first time, in December 2022, Myanmar’s representative at the United 
Nations General Assembly voted in favour of the annual resolution calling for a 
landmine ban and encouraging international assistance for mine affected 
countries.  

 



More than 5,600 people in Myanmar are known 
to be mine victims 

& 
more than 4,500 survivors are living in Myanmar.  
…the actual number is believed to be much, 

much higher. 



Activities by 

civilians at 

time of 

incident 
(2007-present) 



In 2021, landmine casualties were 

treated at 35 public health facilities in 

11 States/Regions of Myanmar. 

Landmine casualties are an enormous 

burden on public health facilities.  

Mine injuries can require longer 

hospital stays and multiple surgeries 

Large quantities of blood 

Possible amputation 

Psycho-social rehabilitation 

 

NOT seen in hospitals is incident 

exposure trauma. 
Map a joint production with www.themimu.info 

 



  

At least 147 townships 
contaminated. 

 
As of 2022, contamination 
reported in ALL states and 
regions, except Naypyitaw. 

 
2022 represents the largest 

increase in contamination ever 
recorded. 

 
 
 

Map a joint production with www.themimu.info 

 
 



From late 2021 to 

2022 significant 

new contamination 

was reported near 

infrastructure, 

including mobile 

phone towers, 

electrical 

transmission 

towers, pipelines 

and mineral 

extraction facilities. 



MM1 and MM6 antipersonnel 

landmines captured by the Karen 

National Liberation Army in Baw Ka 

Htar and Than Seik Village Tracts, 

Shwegyin Township, Eastern Bago 

Region, November 2022 



MM1, MM2, MM5 and 

MM6 antipersonnel 

landmines reportedly 

seized in Maungdaw 

township of Rakhine 

State by the Arakan 

Army in Sepember 

2022. 



Ka Pa Sa (Defense Industries) 

produces five types of 

antipersonnel landmines.  

Improvised 

antipersonnel 

landmines  are 

produced, 

possessed and 

used by non-

state armed 

groups in 

Myanmar/Burma  



“The Tatmadaw lay landmines in areas 

where their numbers are few, where 

they are militarily harassed by EAOs, 

and around infrastructure.”  

-Ministry of Defense to Landmine Monitor 



Explosive Remnants of War 

(ERW) 81 people were killed or 

injured by ERW in Myanmar 

during the last calendar 

year. This represents a 

significant increase over 

previous years. 

 

Casualties due to ERW 

occurred in 21 townships in 

7 states and regions. Shan 

state was the most affected 

however Rakhine state 

accounted for the most 

casualties from ERW. 



Urban Victim Activated 

Devices 

In the past year, explosives found in 

black plastic bags left in urban areas 

began injuring garbage collectors. 

These devices appear to explode when 

disturbed. During late 2021 to early 

2022, Landmine Monitor recorded 28 

people killed or injured in these urban 

incidents occurring in Shan and Kayin 

States, Sagaing and Yangon regions. 



Refugees and IDPs have consistently 

identified the presence of landmines 

as an obstacle to return. 



During 2022, the Naypyidaw based, State 
Administration Council attended all intergovernmental 
meetings of the Mine Ban Treaty.  The National Unity 
Government (NUG) did not have any representatives 
attend those meetings.  
 
Previously, in July 2021 letter to the ICBL, the NUG 
wrote that it calls upon all actors “to immediately stop 
the use of landmines”, and that its  Humanitarian 
Affairs Ministry will cooperate with all partners 
towards the landmine ban, universalization of the 
Mine Ban Treaty, and will work towards joining of the 
1997 Mine Ban Treaty in future.  

On 7 December 2022, Myanmar’s representative to 

the U.N. General Assembly voted in favour of the 

annual resolution in support of the global landmine 

ban and international assistance for mine action.  



Myanmar/Burma 

Landmine Monitor 

country reports  

~since 1999. 



also on Mastodon: 
https://mastodon.world/@minefreemyanmar 

and Telegram: 
https://t.me/minefreemyanmar 

http://burma.icbl.org 
https://minefreemyanmar.info 



Presentation by 

Dr. Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan 

Research Coordinator & Editor, Landmine Monitor 
 

The information in this presentation  

is documented in greater detail within 

1999-2022  Landmine Monitor reports  
 

www.icbl.org 
www.the-monitor.org 

See also 
www.burma.icbl.org 

Burmese version of full report: 

https://bit.ly/MYN_LM2022 


